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The Beautiful South Fund guidance notes 
 
We know from work we do that south Manchester is a beautiful place full of people who 
look after and support their communities and one another. The Beautiful South Fund offers 
grants to organisations and groups who have a community initiative or idea in mind to make 
south Manchester even more beautiful. The theme of the fund is neighbourliness.  
 
Who can apply for funding? 
Charities, not-for-profit organisations, community groups and individuals can apply for 
funding of up to £2,500 for projects, whether they are big or small, that help improve and 
bring people together within Southway neighbourhoods. 
 
Your project must be based around the theme of neighbourliness and should aim to: 

 Improve physical or mental wellbeing of local residents 
 Encourage friendly or social contact and local connections  
 Increase opportunities for people to get involved in their community 
 Improve the local environment and green spaces 

 
To be eligible for a grant: 

 Your project or activity should cost no more than £2,500. 
We will consider part-funding larger projects; if awarded, the grant would be paid to 
you once full funding has been secured.  

 Your project or activity must benefit Southway communities*; at least 50% of the 
beneficiaries of all grants awarded must be Southway tenants 

 You must have an organisation/group bank account for the grant to be paid into. If 
you are applying as an individual, you could use the bank account of an organisation 
that you work with, or Southway may be able to purchase items for you.  

 
*Southway communities are in the council wards of Burnage, Chorlton Park, Didsbury East, 
Didsbury West, Old Moat and Withington. 
 
We want the Fund to support as many projects, events and people as possible across all 
our neighbourhoods, so we will not normally consider a second application from 
organisations/groups/individuals whilst they have a grant in payment.  
Priority is given to organisations/groups/individuals who have not received a grant before.  
 
If you want to discuss your project/event, please contact us on 0161 448 4200. 
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What cannot be funded?  
We will not award funding to projects or activities that: 

 Statutory organisations such as local authorities and schools have a legal obligation 
to provide 

 Promote political or religious beliefs 
 Have already taken place or start before funding is awarded 
 Are carried out for profit 

 
We may also refuse grants to organisations or groups who have not provided monitoring 
information when requested for a previous Beautiful South Fund award. 
 
Application process 

1. To request funding please complete The Beautiful South application, available on 
our website; please contact us if you need help to complete the form. 

2. We will acknowledge receipt of your application within a week. 
3. We aim to make decisions about applications within a month of receiving them (but 

this may not always be possible). 
Awards from the Beautiful South Fund are made by The Beautiful South Decision 
Making Panel. This panel is made up of Southway tenants and supported by 
Southway staff. The panel may ask for more information or to meet with you as part 
of the decision-making process. 

4. A panel member or a member of Southway staff will contact you to confirm the 
panel’s decision. 

 
If you are not awarded a grant, we will explain the reasons for the decision. There are no 
restrictions on re-applying to the Fund; in some cases, we may be able to work with you to 
help you to develop a stronger application.  
 
Applications for funding of more than £2,500 will be considered by Southway’s Chief 
Executive separate to the panel. 
 
What happens if we are awarded a grant? 
If you are awarded a grant, a panel member or member of Southway staff will contact you 
to discuss the next steps; this will include: 

 How and when payment will be made; the panel may decide to release funds in 
stages or ask Southway staff to pay suppliers directly 

 The information and records we will ask you to keep about your project 
 How you can promote your Beautiful South Fund award and your project, for 

example, on social media and in Southway communications 
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Telling us how your project went 
At the end of your project/funding, we will ask you to complete a short survey telling us how 
the project went, including how many people participated, the outcomes you achieved and 
any learning from the project. This helps us to understand our communities and to be able 
to share good practice across our neighbourhoods.   
 
We love to hear about the projects funded by the Beautiful South Fund so you don’t need to 
wait until the end of your project to tell us about it – you can contact us any time to update 
us and share photos or feedback. Please make sure that you have permission to share 
photographs or personal details of people involved in the project with us.  
 
A Beautiful South Fund panel member or member of Southway staff may contact you 
during or after the project for an update on your progress. If you have any concerns about 
your project or are unable to complete it as planned, please contact us as soon you can. 
 
You must record how the grant is spent and keep receipts for items bought with it; we may 
ask you for this during or after your project. Any grant money that has not been spent by the 
end of the project must be returned to Southway.  
 

 
Previously funded projects  
In 2021/22 Beautiful South Fund grants were awarded to: 

 Love Merseybank, BEE Merseybank - £831 for a week of social action 
 Grove Lane Community Garden - £1,350 for garden furniture  
 Old Moat Crew - £750 to install a defibrillator at Old Moat Primary School 
 Merseyfest 2021 - £2,500 to support BMCA’s annual fun day in Chorlton Park  
 School Uniform Donation Day - £574 to support the Merseybank event 
 Mottram Street Party - £246 for a street party in Chorlton 
 Ladybarn Social Groups - £2,500 to support Ladybarn Hub’s weekly activities  
 Withington and Old Moat Youth Project - £2,500 towards youth work and activities 
 Merseybank Crafts - £650 to restart a craft group in Merseybank 
 Withington Walls - £1,420 towards a mural in Withington 
 BMCA Christmas Activities - £1,000 for events and support over Christmas 
 Southern Cemetery Nature Trail - £1,900 to create a new nature trail for families 
 Withington Winter Wonderland - £900 for a Christmas street party in Withington 
 Thyme for Sharing - £1,760 for a herb growing/cooking project in Burnage 
 Dance at Westcroft - £2,170 for a new dance course at Westcroft Community Centre  
 Manchester Mothers’ Mental Health Matters - £2,496 for network of support groups  
 Burnage Platinum Jubilee Party - £1,450 for a street party in Burnage 


